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Acupoint Selection Rules of Acupuncture for Refractory Hiccups After
Tumor Chemotherapy
WANG Lina', WANG Yueying’, SHI Yaru', JIANG L, HUANG Wen?, GE Fang’
(1.School of Nursing, Anhui University of Chinese Medicine, Hefei Anhui 230012, China;
2.Hangzhou Hospital of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Hangzhou Zhejiang 310007, China)

[Abstract] Objective: To explore the acupoint selection rules of acupuncture for refractory hiccups in tumor
patients after chemotherapy using data mining technology. Methods: Literatures on acupuncture for refractory
hiccups after chemotherapy published from the establishment of the databases to January 25, 2025 were retrieved
from China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI), VIP Database, Wanfang Data Knowledge Service Platform
(Wanfang Data), Wanfang Data Knowledge Service Platform (Wanfang Data), PubMed, Cochrane Library, Embase,
and Web of Science. Excel 2016 was used to establish an acupoint prescription database, and SPSS Modeler
18.0 and SPSS Statistics 26.0 software were employed for association rule analysis and cluster analysis.
Results: A total of 115 literatures were included, with 121 prescriptions extracted, involving 67 acupoints
with a total frequency of 664. The top 3 acupoints with the highest usage frequency were Zusanli (ST 36),
Neiguan (PC 6), and Zhongwan (RN 12). The commonly used meridians were the Ren Meridian, Stomach Meridian
of Foot—Yangming, and Pericardium Meridian of Hand—Jueyin. Specific acupoints were mainly confluent acupoints,
and most of them were lower limb acupoints. The most relevant acupoint compatibility was Zusanli (ST 36)-
Neiguan (PC 6). Cluster analysis yielded 3 effective clusters, and the primary acupuncture method was the even
reinforcing and even reducing method. Conclusion: Acupuncture for refractory hiccups after chemotherapy follows
the therapeutic principle of "treating methods based on syndrome differentiation, with modifications according
to syndromes". It mainly adopts local acupoint selection and distant—near acupoint combination, emphasizing
acupuncture methods and effects. The core acupoint group is "Zusanli (ST 36)-Neiguan (PC 6)-Zhongwan (RN 12)
—Taichong (LR 3)-Cuanzhu (BL 2)".
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